Unit 4 Biomes

Biomes are natural communities of plants and animals. 

The Earth has six biomes – oceans, freshwater rivers and lakes, deserts, forests, grasslands, and the tundra. 

This is the ocean. It’s the biggest biome because over seventy percent of the Earth is ocean. 

A lot of fish and other animals live here. Some are very colorful!

People don’t live in the ocean but people need it for rain.

Water comes from the ocean and then it rains on the land. This rain helps to grow food. 

We don’t drink ocean water, but we do drink freshwater. Our lakes and rivers are freshwater.

Only about three percent of the world’s water is freshwater, but a lot of our towns and cities are next to rivers and lakes. We need freshwater to live. 

Deserts don’t have a lot of freshwater because they are drier and hotter than other biomes. This is the Atacama Desert in Chile. It’s the driest place in the world. 

There aren’t many people or animals here because there isn’t enough water. But it’s beautiful. There are rocks, sand, and mountains and it’s all red. 

This is a forest in the UK. It’s raining! There are many trees, plants, and animals here. There are lots of forests in the world and they are in hot and cold places. 

Grasslands have a lot of grass and many animals live here. Zebras, giraffes, tigers, rhinoceroses, and other animals all live in grasslands. There are grasslands all over the world.  

The tundra is the coldest biome. Most of the tundra is in North America and Europe. Some animals live here, like the snow leopard, but not many!

There are six different biomes in the world. Which one is the hottest? Which one is the coldest? 
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